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t HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 27, 2009 

Sunday, December 27 
The Holy Family ofJesus, Mary, and Joseph 
8:00 AM Elizabeth Nawracaj rio Ed Nawracaj &Family 
10:00 AM Louise Paone rio MaryAnn and Michael Bucciero 
11:30 AM For Our Parishioners 

Monday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents 
9:00 AM Anthony Bottoni rio Bottoni Family 

Tuesday, December 29 
9:00 AM Irene Tybursey rio Family 

Wednesday, December 30 
9:00 AM Joseph Sicola rio Elinor Jansen 

Thursday, December 31 
Chapel; 9:00 AM 

Lucille Patuto rio Jeffrey Pocaro & Lynn Wolf 
Church; 5:00 PM 

Rich Kaiser rio Wife, Sharron 

Friday, January 1,2010 (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother ofGod 
Masses in Church 
9:00 AM Alexander Nobile rio Aurelio Nobile 
II :00 AM Madeline Burke rio Olga Wittreich 

Saturday, January 2 
9:00 AM Mass of Remembrance 
5:00 PM Frank Starr rio June &Bob Gray 

Sunday, January 3 
The Epiphany ofthe Lord 
8:00 AM Ray Jara rio Dolores &Chris Flinn 
10:00 AM Michael DeTorres rio Family 
11 :30 AM For Our Parishioners 

\ I must be 
in the house 

of my father 

HOLY FAMilY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

First Reading: Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14 
Sirach emphasizes the importance of honoring one's 
parents. He explains that spiritual riches will come to 
those who are kind to their mother and father. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 
Paul advises us to treat each other with kindness and 
mercy and to forgive as God forgives us. His words 
remind families to always love and respect one another 
and let Christ's peace reign in their hearts and in their 
homes. 

Gospel: luke 2:41-52 
When Jesus was twelve years old, the Holy Family 
traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. Jesus did 
not return with the company. Instead, he stayed in 
Jerusalem, sitting among the teachers while amazing 
them with his understanding and questions. When found 
by his concerned parents, Jesus reminded them that he 
must be in the house of his Father. Returning together, 
Mary kept these things in her heart. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
 

Monday
 
1 In 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18
 

Tuesday
 
1 In 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 

Wednesday 
1 In 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 

Thursday 
1 Jn2:18-21; In 1:1-18 

First Friday
 
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
 

First Saturday 
1 In 2:22-28; In 1: 19-28 



HOLY FAMILY
 

"He went down with them then, and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 

mother meanwhile kept all these things in memory. Jesus, for his part, progressed 

steadily in wisdom and age and grace before God and men." 

During these festive days, the scriptures move in several directions. In relatively few days we 

find the Holy Family en route to Bethlehem, in Egypt, visited by people from the orient, in 

Jerusalem and finally at home in Nazareth. As the stories unfold we travel with Mary and 

Joseph, silent spectators at important events. 

We visit Jerusalem today, where the familiar story of lost and found is described. Consider the 

anxiety and fear which must have touched the hearts of the parents. Although he was twelve, 

think about a child lost in a crowded mall store prior to Christmas. The child cries, the parents 

check store security, the busy parking lots surely are a place of danger. 

They meet and the adolescent simply states "Why did you search for me?" He asks that 

question of me today as well. My answer is because of my great need for Christ in my life. 

Imagine how Mary, once home, sat down after the journey and reflected, or pondered, weighed 

all the things that transpired. The normal religious pilgrimage certainly took on a new tone a 

new disaster and for the parents, a nightmare. 

We too, as we relax on this last weekend of the year, in a quiet moment at home, or in church, 

pause to reflect on the celebration of these last days, or summarize the events of this entire 

year. The headlines have been harsh. Hopes have been dashed. Problems beyond our control 

persist. Yet the presence of Christ and His grace is able to effect a change. 

Like the child who progressed ,in this threefold way, we too, seek His wisdom, His grace, as we 

close one year and begin another. His abiding presence with us will be the same source of 

strength which supported the Holy Family in their need. 

HIS WORD TODAY 
BY REV. WILLIAM J. REILLY 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON
 
THE SUNDAY READINGS
 

•
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LUKE 2: 41-52 in the temp'e.DECEMBER 27, 2009 

Holy Family ofJesus, Mary and Joseph 

THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE
 

1. jesus went to the temple with his parents in this town. 

a) Jericho b) Jerusalem c) Bethlehem 

2.	 They were therefor~~_ 

a) Christmas b) Easter c) Passover 

3.	 How old was jesus? 

a) Two b) Twelve c) Twenty 

4.	 When the caravan left, where was jesus? 
a) With the caravan b) He rode ahead c) Left behind 

5.	 Mary and joseph found jesus after__ 

a) 3 hours b) 3 days c) 3 weeks 

6.	 What did the temple teachers think about jesus? 

a) Angry b) Annoyed c) Amazed/astounded 

7.	 When Mary and joseph saw jesus they were _ 

a) Anxious b) Angry c) Astonished 

8.	 When jesus said to his parents "Why were you looking for me? 
Didyou not know that I must be in my Father's house?" Who is 
jesus calling his Father? 

a) God b) Joseph c) David 

- BONUS-

The finding of Jesus in the temple is the Fifth Mystery of which rosary? 
0) Joyful b) Sorrowful c) Glorious d) Mystery of Light/Luminous 

Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the 
feast of Passover, and when he was twelve 
years old, they went up according to festival 
custom. After they had completed its days, as 
they were returning, the boy Jesus remained 
behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, 
they journeyed for a day and looked for him 
among their relatives and acquaintances, but 
not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
look for him. After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions, 
and all who heard him were astounded at his 
understanding and his answers, When his par­
ents saw him, they were astonished, and his 
mother said to him, "Son, why have you done 
this to us? Your father and I have been looking 
for you with great anxiety." And he said to 
them, "Why were you looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 
But they did not understand what he said to 
them. He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his 
mother kept all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus advanced [il11 wisdom and age and favor 
before God and man. 

Luke 2: 4/-52 


